The anthraquinones chrysophanol, physcion and emodin, the flavonoids quercetin, 5-desoxyquercetin, quercetin 3-0-rhamnoside, quercetin 3-0-galactoside and auercetin 3-0- 
INTRODUCTION
Rheum ribes L. (Polygonaceae), the only native Rheum species growing in Turkey (1) is distributed in Sivas, Kars, Erzincan, Tunceli, Elazığ, Muş, Ağrı, Bitlis, Erzurum, Van, Hatay, Kahramanmaraş and Hakkari (2) . The plant is known as "Işgın, Uşgun and Uçgun" in Turkey.
Its young shoots and petiols are eaten as a vegetable and used to promote digestion, improve appetite (2, 3) treat diarrhoea and as stomachic, antiemetic; young shoot and petiol juice is used against hemorrhoids, measles, smallpox and as cholagogue (4) . Roots are used to treat diabetes, hemorrhoids (2), ulcer, diarrhoea and anthelmintic, expectorant; roots and leaves to treat stomach disorders (3) . Four anthraquinone derivatives, 2 anthraquinone glucosides, 1 dianthron glucoside and 1 stilbene glucoside ha ve been reported from subterranean parts of the plant (5).
in the current paper, the compounds of the aerial parts of Rheum ribes which have not been studied before were reported. 
EXPERIMENTAL

Plant material
Rheum ribes used in this study was collected from Yüksekova (Hakkari-Turkey) in June 1998. Voucher specimen is deposited in the Herbarium of Pharmocognosy Department, Faculty of Pharmacy, Gazi University, Ankara, Turkey (GUE No. 2106).
Extraction and isolation
The air-dried powdered shoots of Rheum ribes were sequentially extracted at room temperature with petrol, chloroform and methanol. The extracts were separately evaporated under vacuum to dryness.
The petrol and chloroform extracts were subjected to column chromatography eluting gradually with chloroform of increasing polarity with methanol (S4 solvent system). Methanol extract was chromatographed on a silica gel column with S2 solvent system. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This is the first report on the compounds from the aerial parts of Rheum ribes. Three anthraquinone and five flavonoid compounds were isolated and identified by comparing their Rf values, melting points and spectral characteristics (IR, 1H NMR and UV) with those of the authentic samples. Column chromatography of petrol extract gave two anthraquinone compounds identified as chrysophanol and physcion. Column chromatography of chloroform
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extract afforded three anthraquinone compounds and identified as chrysophanol, physcion and emodin. These compounds were purified by preparative thin-layer chromatography using S 3 solvent system. Chromatographic fractionation of methanol extract yielded fıve compounds.
Further purification of these compounds by preparative thin-layer chromatography in S 2 solvent system afforded quercetin, 5-desoxyquercetin, quercetin 3-0-rhamnoside, quercetin 3-0-galactoside and quercetin 3-0-rutinoside. 
Chrysophanol
